
The Way of Saint James 
pilgrimage route
across Alytus and 
Lazdijai Regions

TOURISM INFORMATION

Lazdijai Tourism Information Centre

Vilniaus str. 1, LT-67106 Lazdijai
Tel. +370 318 66 130
E-mail: turizmas@lazdijai.lt
Opening hours:
I–IV – 8.00–17.00
V – 8.00–15.45
Lunch break: 12.00–13.00

Janaslavo village 10, LT-67170 Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 318 51 881
E-mail: turizmas@lazdijai.lt
Opening hours:
I–VII – 8.00–20.00

Alytus Tourism Information Centre
S. Dariaus ir S. Girėno str. 1, LT-62137 Alytus
Tel.: +370 315 52 010, +370 687 07 703
E-mail: info@alytusinfo.lt
Opening hours:
I–IV – 8.00–17.00
V – 8.00–16.00
Opening hours in the summer season:
I–V – 9.00–18.00
VI – 9.00–16.00
VII – 10.00–15.00

Authors of Photographs: Z. Baubonis, 
G. Bernatavičius, I. E. Fedaravičiūtė,  
B. Malaškevičiūtė, T. Parcej, Ž. Sinkevičius, 
Z. Stankevičienė, M. Šematulskis,  G. Tamošiūnienė, 
L. Valentaitė-Gudzinevičienė, A. Liaukus, S. Želionis, 
M. Baranauskas, D. Balčiūnaitė.

Published by UAB „V3 studija“, Kaunas, 2018

Miroslavas–Meteliai – 22, 3 km

Walking trip length ~6 hrs
Route: Miroslavas–Arciškonys–Mociškėnai–Obelninkai–
Papėčiai–Meteliai

Miroslavas used to be mentioned from the end of the 17th century, it be-
longed to Bendrės Mansion of king’s table economy of Alytus. The town has 
a triangle-shaped square survived in the centre of the town, where markets 
and trading sessions used to take place. The Church of the Holy Trinity, built 
in 1929 as the previous one was blown up in World War I, adorns the streets 
of the town. Miroslavas today – the centre for eldership and neighbourhood.

If you go sightseeing from Miroslavas to Meteliai, you may want to visit the 
Church of the Holy Trinity in Miroslavas, go and see Papėčiai Hillfort and visit 
another church – Meteliai Church of Transfiguration of Jesus Christ, a church 
with classical appearance with some Neo-Baroque features, as well as ar-
chaeological monuments of local value in Meteliai Regional Park, to climb the 
Meteliai Observation Tower and enjoy the view of Dusia and Meteliai lakes. 

Meteliai village is situated in the picturesque neck 2 kilometres wide between 
Dusia and Meteliai lakes. The village has been known since 1508. In the 16th 
century, it belonged to the Simnas Mansion of the Grand Duke of Lithuania. 
Meteliai is an old village of fishermen famous even today for the fish caught in 
Dusia and Meteliai lakes and smoked in place.

  Sightseeing along the Route

25  Papėčiai Hillfort

Papėčiai village, Miroslavas eldership, 
Alytus District
GPS: 54.314143, 23.797019 (WGS)

26  Meteliai Church of 
Transfiguration of Jesus Christ

Ežero str. 6, Meteliai village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijai District 
GPS: 54.301978, 23.743337 (WGS)

  Catering Services

Cafe “Vivaldi”

Ežero str. 47, Meteliai village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 686 56947
GPS: 54.304893, 23.747678 (WGS)

  Overnight Stay Services

Meteliai Parish Overnight Stay 
House

Ežero str. 3, Metelių village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijų District
Tel. +370 686 75 824,  
el. p. vytautasmet@erdves.lt
GPS: 54.298688, 23.741326 (WGS)

Farmstead “Sraigės namai”

Sutrė vilage, Šventežeris eldership, 
Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 686 67 579
GPS: 54.261587, 23.711811 (WGS)

Farmstead “Mėta”

Meteliai village, Seirijai eldership, 
Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 698 78040
GPS: 54.292285, 23.733372 (WGS)

Farmstead “Vitrūna”

Seirijų str. 50, Meteliai village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 687 70748
GPS: 54.302483, 23.714297 (WGS)

Meteliai–Lazdijai – 29,8 km

Walking trip length ~8 hrs
Route: Meteliai–Bijotų Nature Trail–Chapel of Crosses–
Staigūnai–Burakavas–Šventežeris–Teizai–Giraitė-Panarvė–
Lazdijai

If you take a route from Meteliai to Lazdijai, you will come across the Mete-
liai Regional Park Visitors’ Centre. Interactive expositions in the glazed facade 
building of the Visitors’ Centre on the shore of Dusia lake will take by surprise 
many and provide with extraordinary emotions. In the Centre, both the adults 
and children will be engaged in various activity. In order to get to know pond 
turtles and their living conditions, find out what is worth seeing and rarely 
met in the Regional Park, you will have to open small drawers, doors or look 
into a hollow in the tree. Near the Meteliai Regional Park Visitors’ Centre, a 
comfortable beach invites everybody to take a rest and relax in the neigh-
bourhood of the transparent lake Dusia, which has another name as well – the 
sea of Dzūkija.

After departing from Meteliai Regional Park, on the other shore of Dusia lake, 
the Chapel of Crosses sits surrounded by legends linked to the beginning of 
the Swedish war, in which Lithuanians were involved. 

According to the story, in 1702, between the lakes Dusia and Meteliai, Lithu-
anian forces led by Hetman Mykolas Servacas Višnioveckis were deployed and 
stayed for some time. The aim of this stay was to prevent the Swedish army 
from coming to Grodno. Lithuanians, waiting for the enemy appearing, built 
three crosses in the place where the chaplain hold the holy Mass. On top of 
one of these crosses a copy of the picture of the Mother of God was hung. 
The warriors became aware of the Swedish army coming just by the end of 
St Mass. After the battle, the Swedes take over the settlement, still the picture 
of the Mother of God was hidden by the residents. After several years, in the 
same place, a veteran of this battle regained his sight, as he was blinded dur-
ing the battle.

After the news about the miracle has spread, people started to gather in this 
place for prayers. It is believed that not only the picture of the Mother of God 
has miraculous power but the water of the spring nearby as well. Every year 
the feasts of Pentacost and St. Peter take place here. 

At some distance from the Chapel, one of the most impressive and largest 
hillforts in Meteliai Regional Park rises – Prelomčiškė Hillfort. The hillfort is lo-
cated on the left bank of Dusia lake, within 3.4 km from the Seirijai–Simnas 
road. Steep hillsides of the hillfort, up to 12 high, end up on the top as a large 

  Sightseeing along the Route

27  Meteliai Observation Tower 

Seirijų str. 1A, Meteliai village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijai District
GPS: 54.101288, 23.694978 (WGS)

28  Meteliai Regional Park Visitors‘ 
Centre

Seirijų str. 2, Meteliai village, Seirijai 
eldership, Lazdijai District
Tel. +370 6 318 43649,  
e-mail info@meteliuparkas.lt
GPS: 54.283646, 23.741529 (WGS)

29  Meteliai Chapel of Our Lady of 
the Rosary

Staigūnų village.14, Šventežeris elder-
ship, Lazdijai District
GPS: 54.260459, 23.693868 (WGS)

30  Prelomčiškė Hillfort with a 
Settlement

Prelomčiškė village, Šventežeris elder-
ship, Lazdijai District
GPS: 54.312505, 23.655002 (WGS)

31  Šventežeris St Virgin Mary Birth 
Church

Liepų str. 15, Šventežeris, Lazdijai 
District
GPS: 54.241224, 23.645455 (WGS)

32  Lazdijai Racecourse

Buktos village, Lazdijai eldership, 
Lazdijai District
GPS: 54.241253, 23.527037 (WGS)

33  Lazdijai St Ann‘s Church

Dainavos str. 4, Lazdijai 
GPS: 54.235142, 23.514024 (WGS)

34  Museum of Freedom Fights

Vytauto str. 11, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 633 30 626
GPS: 54.236582, 23.51193 (WGS)

35  A Monument to Adolfas 
Ramanauskas-Vanagas

Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas 
square, Lazdijai
GPS: 54.235743, 23.514387 (WGS)

36  Public Enterprise “Lazdijai 
Tourism Information Centre”

Vilniaus str. 1, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 318 66 130,  
e-mail turizmas@lazdijai.lt
GPS: 54.23435, 23.516224 (WGS)

  Catering Services

Restaurant “Gojus”

Kauno str. 5, Lazdijai 
Tel. +370 625 545 90
GPS: 54.235205, 23.515215 (WGS)

Cafe “Pas Mantą” 

M. Gustaičio str. 10 , Lazdijai
Tel. +370 673 77979
GPS: 54.233075, 23.514495 (WGS)

Lazdijai–Seinai – 30 km

Walking trip length ~8 hrs
Route: Lazdijai–Seinai (Lenkija)

If you go on a trip from Lazdijai to Seinai (Poland), in the very centre of Lazdijai 
city, you will spot the Independence Monument. Then, you will be walking 
farther and come across the Lazdijai Land Museum in Seinai street that hosts 
numerous exhibits, such as descriptions of ethnographic objects, mansions 
and historical monuments, architecture of old times as well as various photo-
graphs. If you wish, you  can take part in the lesson delivered by an actor and 
find out about the “exile” of the very young poet at that time, Salomėja Neris, 
in Lazdijai. This walking route will take you across Lazdijai City Park, where 
every first weekend in June, the largest festival of the Municipality takes place 
– “The Borderland Feast”. The next route – the hiking trail on the border, which 
has another name as well – “The Iron Curtain”. In this location, the Soviet cor-
dons of Pazapsiai, Reketija, Akmeniai and Galiniai were operating, while the 
first Lithuanian Customs used to be here as well. Travelling on the Poland’s 
side, you will reach Seinai town.

  Sightseeing along the Route

37  Lazdijai Independence 
Monument

Nepriklausomybės sq., Lazdijai
GPS: 54.234016, 23.515844 (WGS)

38  Lazdijai Land Museum

Seinų str. 29, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 318 52 726,  
e-mail muziejus@lazdijai.lt
GPS: 54.230013, 23.512761 (WGS)

39  Lazdijai City Park

Sodų str. 13, Lazdijai
GPS: 54.230016, 23.517571 (WGS)

40  Lazdijai City Beach

Šilo str. 1., Lazdijai
GPS: 54.213565, 23.506824 (WGS)

41  Border Hiking Trail “Geležinė 
uždanga”

Galadusio str., Ūdininkai village,  
Lazdijai eldership, Lazdijai District
GPS: 54.178015, 23.455681 (WGS)

42  Public Enterprise “Lazdijai 
Tourism Information Centre”

Janaslavas village 10, Lazdijai elder-
ship, Lazdijai District
Tel.+370 318 66 130,  
e-mail turizmas@lazdijai.lt
GPS: 54.176197, 23.480965 (WGS)

  Catering Services

Cafe “Trasa” (Track)

Turistų str. 25, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 318 59 854
GPS: 54.220395, 23.509392 (WGS)

Cafe “Kvaja” 

Turistų str. 27, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 616 92 047
GPS: 54.219746, 23.506584 (WGS)

  Overnight Stay Services

Rural Tourism Farmstead 
“Akmenėlis” 

Akmenių village, Kučiūnai eldership, 
Lazdijai District Municipality
Tel. +370 612 75419,  
e-mail info@akmenelis.lt
GPS: 54.170604, 23.484426 (WGS)

  Sightseeing along the Route

17  “Angel of Freedom” Monument 

S. Dariaus ir S. Girėno str., Alytus
GPS: 54.394028, 24.049393 (WGS)

18  Memorial “Relented Bell”

Kurorto parko square, S. Dariaus ir 
S. Girėno str., Alytus
GPS: 54.394115, 24.050380 (WGS)

19  Holocaust Memorial

Pulko str., Alytus
GPS: 54.377705, 24.040220 (WGS)

20  Vidzgiris Botanical Reserve

GPS: 54.383083, 24.017025 (WGS)

21  Radžiūnai Hillfort

GPS: 54.374310, 24.005352 (WGS)

22  Adventure Park “Tarzanija”

Radžiūnų str. 33, Radžiūnai village, 
Alytus eldership, Alytus District
Tel. +370 671 80 500, 
www.tarzanija.lt
GPS: 54.367108, 24.009045 (WGS)

23  Olakalnis with the Chapel

Bendrės village, Miroslavas eldership, 
Alytus District
GPS: 54.338260, 23.906367 (WGS)

24  Miroslavas Church of the Holy 
Trinity  

Vienuolyno str. 2A, Miroslavas, Mirosla-
vas eldership, Alytus District 
Tel. + 370 687 56 093,  
www.miroslavoparapija.lt
GPS: 54.331685, 23.895263 (WGS)

  Catering Services

Dzūkian Treat at “Dzūkijos Dvaras”

Tarzanijos str. 1, Radžiūnai village, 
Alytus eldership, Alytus District 
Tel. +370 647 77 506,  
www.dzukijosdvaras.lt
GPS: 54.366485, 24.008313 (WGS)

  Overnight Stay Services

Farmstead “Avilys”

Naujakurių str. 6, Radžiūnai village, 
Alytus eldership, Alytus District
Tel. +370 611 24 692
GPS: 54.367337, 23.997104 (WGS)

Farmstead “Dzūkijos Dvaras”

Tarzanijos str. 1, Radžiūnai village, 
Alytus eldership, Alytus District
Tel. +370 647 77 506,  
www.dzukijosdvaras.lt
GPS: 54.366485, 24.008313 (WGS)

Miroslavas Parish of the Holy 
Trinity Overnight Stay House

Vienuolyno str. 2A, Miroslavas,  
Alytus District
Tel. +370 687 56 093,  
www.miroslavoparapija.lt
GPS: 54.331679, 23.895365 (WGS)

Overnight Stay in Miroslavas

Dainavos str. 7, Miroslavas,  
Alytus District
Tel. +370 600 28 262,  
http://nakvyne.ddns.net
GPS: 54.332383, 23.901314 (WGS)

site. At the foot of the hillfort, a large Yotvingian settlement once stood, while 
a well-fortified wooden castle stood on the top of the hillfort. The summit of 
the hillfort overlooks a spectacular panoramic view towards Dusia lake. Every 
year, in July, people come here to the hillfort, to celebrate St Ann’s day. 

If you go sightseeing towards Lazdijai city, you will see the modernised Lazdi-
jai Racecourse. Every year, on February 16th, international horse show jump-
ing competition takes place here, as well as many other festivals of the Dis-
trict. Lazdijai city is the centre of District Municipality. 

The name of the city of Lazdijai originates from the river Lazdija, crossing the 
city, on the banks of which the city was founded. According to specialists, 4-6 
thousand years ago, people already lived in these places. In ancient times, a 
tribe of the Balts, similar to Lithuanians and Prussians, used to live here – Yotv-
ingians. They were engaged in the plow-based agriculture, used to go fishing, 
hunting. The fact of Yotvingians’ presence is confirmed by the names of settle-
ments, rivers and lakes that have Yotvingian roots to them. 

Upon arrival in Lazdijai city, you will visit Lazdijai St Ann’s Church, a two-tow-
ered, Neo-Baroque forms building, rectangular in plan. After the visit, take 
a walk across the square named after Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas just in 
front of the Church and honour the monument built in memory of this Man. 
Adolfas Ramanauskas-Vanagas is among outstanding Lithuanian personali-
ties, the commander of partisans in Southern Lithuania region, a signatory to 
Declaration of 16 February 1949 of Lithuanian Freedom Fights Movement 
(LLKS) Council, the commander of the LLKS Defence Forces.

In addition, you may visit The Museum of Freedom Fights, where recollections 
of political prisoners, deportees, partisans, their liaisons, other residents are, 
as well as various other objects witnessing the fights for freedom 1944-1953 
and all phases of deportations and imprisonment of Lazdijai land residents. 
At the Public Enterprise “Lazdijai Tourism Information Centre”, everybody will 
find a souvenir to remember Lazdijai land.

Cafe “Eglė” 

Nepriklausomybės sq. 2, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 611 26 501
GPS: 54.233595, 23.515132 (WGS)

Lazdijai Pizzeria

Nepriklausomybės sq. 4, Lazdijai
Tel. +370 657 85060
GPS: 54.233827, 23.514992 (WGS)

  Overnight Stay Services

Hotel “Gojus”

Kauno str. 5, Lazdijai 
Tel. +370 625 545 90, el. p. pauksciu-
gojus@gmail.com
GPS: 54.235205, 23.515215 (WGS)

Alytus – Miroslavas 23,4 km

Walking trip length ~6 hrs
Route: Alytus–“Tarzanija”–Radžiūnai–Norūnai–Volungė–
Bendrės–Miroslavas

Alytus is the largest city in South Lithuania. It is a location well-known for its 
sport tourism attractions. In the written sources for the first time it was men-
tioned in 1377. On June 15th 1581, Magdeburg rights were granted to the 
city. In World War I, Alytus became the centre of the county. After the Wars 
of Independence (1918–1920), Alytus was the largest city and the regional 
centre of culture and education. In 1932, a resort status was granted to the 
city. Later, Alytus became one of the industrial centres.
If you take a trip from Alytus to Miroslavas, you may want to see the Angel of 
Freedom Monument in Alytus, as well as the memorial “Relented Bell“, City 
Garden, where 55 types of different trees grow, enjoy the cognitive trail of 
Vidzgiris botanical reserve, visit the Holocaust Memorial, climb Radžiūnai Hill-
fort, participate in entertainment programme in “Tarzanija” adventure park, 
relax tasting Dzūkian dishes at “Dzūkijos dvaras” (Dzūkija Mansion) in the vil-
lage of Radžiūnai, admire Olakalnis with the Chapel in Bendrės village and The 
Church of the Holy Trinity in Miroslavas.

9  Alytus Regional Museum 
Archaeological Exposition 

Jiezno str. 2, Alytus
Tel. +370 607 81 776, 
www.alytausmuziejus.lt
GPS: 54.403262, 24.065897 (WGS)

10  Historical Square in Alytus I

A. Juozapavičiaus/Studentų str. 
intersection, Alytus
GPS: 54.402834, 24.064661 (WGS)

11  Alytus Hillfort

Piliakalnio str., Alytus
GPS: 54.396871, 24.078962 (WGS)

12  The Highest in Lithuania 
Bridge for Pedestrians and 
Cyclists

GPS: 54.3932, 24.081261 (WGS)

13  The Church of Holy Guardian 
Angels

Savanorių str. 5, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 52 238 
GPS: 54.399019, 24.050574 (WGS)

14  Alytus Museum of 
Ethnography

Savanorių str. 6, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 51 990, 
www.alytausmuziejus.lt
GPS: 54.397854, 24.050482 (WGS)

15  Town Hall Square

GPS: 54.396250, 24.047521(WGS)

16  Alytus Tourism Information 
Centre

S. Dariaus ir S. Girėno str. 1, Alytus
Tel. +370 687 07 703, 
www.alytusinfo.lt
GPS: 54.398505, 24.048642 (WGS) 

  Catering Services
Restaurant “Senas namas” 

Užuolankos str. 24, Alytus,  
www.senasnamas.lt  
GPS: 54.399287, 24.046352 (WGS) 

Dzūkian Beer Restaurant

Vilniaus str. 35, Alytus 
GPS: 54.400188, 24.048799 (WGS)

Restaurant “Carpe Diem” 

Rotušės sq. 12A, Alytus, www.cdiem.lt 
GPS: 54.396128, 24.049489 (WGS)

Restaurant / Beer Cellar “Vaidila” 

Rotušės sq. 12, Alytus, www.vaidila.lt 
GPS: 54.396150, 24.049797 (WGS)

Cafe “Dzūkų svetainė” 

Rotušės sq. 16, Alytus, 
www.dzukuainiai.lt 
GPS: 54.395915, 24.047436 (WGS)

Cafe “Lisushi”  

S. Dariaus ir S. Girėno str. 7, Alytus
GPS: 54.397067, 24.048803 (WGS)

Cafe “Skrydis”

Vilniaus str. 13, Alytus 
GPS: 54.399000, 24.047216 (WGS)

  Overnight Stay Services
VO “Punios ainiai” Overnight 
Stay Services

Kauno str. 3, Punia, Alytus District
Tel. +370 683 68 872, 
www.puniosainiai.lt
GPS: 54.512414, 24.096718 (WGS) 

Farmstead “Ymilsa” 

Vytauto str. 5, Raižiai village, Punia 
eldership, Alytus District  
Tel. +370 615 83 167, www.ymilsa.lt
GPS: 54.475843, 24.182780 (WGS)

Hotel “Dzūkija”**

Pulko str. 14, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 52 002, 
www.hoteldzukija.lt
GPS: 54.395733, 24.045434 (WGS)

Hotel “Odė”** 

Naujoji str. 8C, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 32 929, www.ode.lt
GPS: 54.397857, 24.031058 (WGS)

Hotel “Senas namas”***

Užuolankos str. 24, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 53 489, 
www.senasnamas.lt
GPS: 54.399143, 24.046368 (WGS)

Hotel “Šolena”**

Rato str. 7A, Alytus
Tel. +370 682 49 202, www.solena.lt
GPS: 54.394881, 24.044399 (WGS)

Hotel “Vaidila”***

Rotušės sq. 12, Alytus
Tel. +370 315 56 188, www.vaidila.lt
GPS: 54.396197, 24.049829 (WGS)

Guest House “Linas”*** 

Senoji str. 2, Alytus
Tel. +370 682 65 950, 
www.linassveciunamai.lt
GPS: 54.394812, 24.041234 (WGS)

Guest House “Gilės”** 

Gilių str. 9, Alytus
Tel.: +370 698 76 294
GPS: 54.403709, 24.045665 (WGS)

Overnight Stay Services  
“Prie ąžuolo”

Suvalkų str. 53, Alytus
Tel. +370 601 05 393
GPS: 54.390674, 24.041754 (WGS)

Overnight Stay Services at 
Alytus Sports and Recreation 
Centre

Birutės str. 5, Alytus
Tel. +370 672 29 373, www.asrc.lt
GPS: 54.391967, 24.053631 (WGS)

Apartment Rental “Alytus 
Guesthouse”

Vilniaus str. 18, Alytus
Tel. +370 686 56 947
GPS: 54.400344, 24.051059 (WGS)

Alytus College Hostel

Studentų str. 14, Alytus
Tel. +370 687 45 963
GPS: 54.400477, 24.065648 (WGS)

Alytus Vocational Training 
Centre Hostel

A. Jonyno str. 12, Alytus
Tel. +370 616 34 953 
GPS: 54.414277, 24.021026 (WGS)

LAzDIJAI DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY
www.lazdijai.lt



  Sightseeing along the Route

1  Punia Saint James the Apostle 
Church

Kauno str. 1, Punia, Alytus District 
Tel. +370 315 68 680 
GPS: 54.512021, 24.095688 (WGS)

2  Punia Hillfort

Punia, Alytus District 
GPS: 54.512252, 24.091558 (WGS)

3  St George’s Chapel

Punia, Alytus District 
GPS: 54.511610, 24.094455 (WGS)

4  Ethnographic exposition 
“Punia Over the Centuries” 

Kauno str. 3, Punia, Alytus District
Tel. +370 315 68 685
GPS: 54.512368, 24.096758 (WGS)

“Dzūkian Folks from Panemunė” 
Association

Kauno str. 3, Punia, Alytus District
Tel. +370 687 92 294
GPS: 54.512501, 24.096967 (WGS)

5  Panemunė Dzūkian Hut 
educational programmes

Kauno str. 3, Punia, Alytus District
Tel. +370 611 45 791 
GPS: 54.512501, 24.096967 (WGS) 

6  Raižiai Mosque

Raižiai village, Punia eldership, 
Alytus District
Tel. +370 686 56 801 
GPS: 54.479942, 24.187726 (WGS)

7  A Monument to Vytautas the 
Great

Raižiai village, Punia eldership, 
Alytus District
GPS: 54.481285, 24.186851 (WGS)

8  St Louis‘s Church

Panemuninkėlių str. 7, Alytus
Tel. +370 682 68 176 
GPS: 54.404577, 24.057877 (WGS)

The Way of Saint James is a 500-kilometre modern pil-
grimage route running across Lithuania and joining the 
European international network of Saint James pilgrim 
trails. 

The starting point is near Latvia-Lithuania border, from 
where the route extends across the counties of Šiauliai, 
Kaunas and Alytus and reaches Poland, where it merges 
into the Way of Saint James in Poland.

For the convenience of travelling pilgrims, the Way of Saint 
James has been divided into one-day stages, each about 
25 km long, while the entire route consists of 20 stages.

The route is marked for pilgrims, making it easy to ori-
entate. This route encompasses cultural, religion, nature 
objects – the ones approved by the Government of the 
Republic of Lithuania as the objects of the Way of Saint 
James. At all stops within the stages, the pilgrims and hik-
ers are provided with accommodation, catering services 
and all other required infrastructure.

Punia–Alytus – 29,6 km

Walking trip length ~7.5 hrs
Route: Punia–Paliepiai–Raižiai–Tabalenka–Radvilonys–
Bazorai–Karkliniškės–Takniškiai–Alytus

On the right bank of the river Nemunas, in Nemunas Loops Regional 
Park, a beautiful Punia town is situated. Punia in the written sources was 
mentioned for the first time in 1382. It is believed that on the top site of 
Punia hillfort, the castle of duke Margiris once stood. In 1336, in this place, 
the famous battle of Pilėnai took place. Defenders of the Castle decided 
rather to die in flames than to surrender to the Crusaders and become 
captives. The Saint James the Apostle Church built in 1863 adorns the 
streets of this town.
If you go on a trip from Punia to Alytus, in Punia, you may want to visit Pu-
nia hillfort, St George’s Chapel, an exposition “Punia Over the Centuries”, 
taste Dzūkian potatoes dish bandos and pink pancakes in the Panemunė 
Dzūkian hut, choose a route prepared by “Dzūkian Folks from Panemunė” 
Association and take a walk, go cycling, travel on a cart, travel in a car-
riage along the route chosen. Upon departure from Punia, you must pro-
vide yourselves with the water and snacks supplies to consume before 
you reach Alytus. In Raižiai, your attention will be attracted by a wooden 
mosque (telephone in advance to enter), a monument to Vytautas the 
Great, sundials (showing the local time and time on the fields of Grun-
wald), booked excursion and Tatar cake tasting with the Tatar community. 
In Alytus, you will have an opportunity to visit St Louis’s Church, archaeo-
logical exposition of Alytus Regional Museum, the historical square of 
Alytus I, Alytus hillfort, the highest in Lithuania bridge for pedestrians and 
cyclists. At Alytus Tourism Information Centre, you will be able to obtain 
a Pilgrim’s Passport to travel on the Way of Saint James, will learn about 
this land, sightseeing places, places to sleep, catering facilities and buy 
lots of souvenirs.
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